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WHATIS A

MASTERPIECE?



A masterpiece is something that took a lot of time, practice,
and skill to make. Different types of things can be considered
masterpieces, like a painting, @ house, or even a car!l God is the
greatest masterpiece maker of all time, because he made you—
his greatest creation of all.

DRAW THREE THINGS ABOUT YOURSELF YOU'RE GRATEFUL GOD MADE:

One thing that makes a masterpiece so special is that it's one of
a kind. This devotional series will help you discover, through God's
Word, the special ways God made you to be his masterpiece.

WHATARE THREE THINGS YOU WANT TOLEARN FROM GOD THIS SPRING?

EXAMPLE: To learn about God's love for me
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How To USE THIS BOOk

This book is created especially for Military children, like you,
who face unique battles in life. Follow these simple guidelines to
get the most out of this book.

1. READ

Read the devotional each week to learn more about
loving God, yourself, and other people.

2. REFLECT

Think about the devotional and how you can do the things
God is teaching you to do.

3.EXPLORE

Complete the weekly “Hero Training” to explore how you can
live out your God's Word each week.

<. LEARN

Ask an adult to help you look up each Bible verse in the
“Keep It Going" section to learn more about God.

5.HAVEFUN

Use the doodle sections to write down any thoughts or
questions you have about God and use the coloring sheets
to have funl!



TIPS & IDEAS

@) Think about how God is helping you to love other people.

Talk with your parents or siblings about what you learned
=1 and ask them to help you love them better each week.

@ If you don't understand something you read, don't be afraid
o  to ask an adult to help you understand it.

@ Memorize the Scripture verse each week.
—=J

IE: Have fun and mark up this book with your own thoughts and
& doodles!



ATTENTION!

REPORT FOR DUTY!

From far across the earth | brought you here and said,
“You are my chosen servant. | haven't forgotten you."

Isaiah 4I:9

Attention! Listen up you mini recruits!

Do you know the great commander, the master of
the universe, the Lord God Almighty knows you?
And do you know he loves you? And do you know
you are part of his fight for good? No matter how

God, it's amazing that you
choose me to work for youl

big or how small you are, he has a job for you to do. Not

Jjust when you grow up, but even now, right where
you live.

He picked you to be in your family. And he knew
your family would be in the Military. He has plans
for you, wherever the Military sends you. You are
important to him! You can do important things, like
be a friend to someone who is sad.

So report for duty! Get ready to follow your
commander God and do whatever he asks you. He
will be there with you, helping you with everything.
He is the best leader to follow!

MASTER
PIECE




HERO TRAINING

God calls us to do good things. Look for something you can do today
on the list below to help someone, then put a check mark next to it.
(Great job!) Add any new ones you can think of . .. and then give them
a try!

Help carry Help clean up
groceries my house
Walk my Play with my
dog younger siblings

AN 4

KEEP IT GOING THIS WEEK Find out more by reading these verses.

-

[l JohnI0:3-5 [J Romans II:29
b ] John I5:16 [] Ephesians 4

WEEK

1



@ GoD’Ss WONDERFUL WORLD @

An average fire ant mound contains
[00 to 500,000 worker ants!

Every ant has a special job to do,
like gathering food or taking care
of the eggs.

(In this great big world, God has special jobs made
just for you, tool)

\\(//c( /\/NB( (7
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WEEK 2

I NEED
A HERO

The Son of Man did hot come to be a slave master,
but a slave who will give his life to rescue many people.

Mark 10:45

What is a slave? It can mean someone who is forced to work for

someone else, which is a bad thing. But sometimes
we can choose to serve others, like your Military
parent does when they serve our country.

Do you know who shows us how to serve the
best? Jesus. He came to serve us. He knew we
all needed to be rescued or saved. But... rescued
from what?

Humans chose not to listen to God and to
do wrong things. But since God is perfect,
that means we could not be with him
anymore. God did not want that to happen
because he loves us and wants to be with
us!

God sent his son, Jesus, to help us. When
Jesus was killed on the cross, he rescued us
because he took our place. Because of this,
if we believe in him, we can really know him
and get to be with him forever in heaven.
Jesus is our true herol!

Jesus is our true hero. He
rescued us when he gave up his
life on the cross!




HERO TRAINING

Think of someone who is really good at serving others.
Design and color a superhero cape for them here. This week,
tell them “thank you" for all they dol

KEEP IT GOING THIS WEEK Find out more by reading these verses.

[J Isaiah 53:10 [J  John 10:14-15
[J  Daniel 12:2 [J  Philippians 2:6-8

WEEK
Two



@ GoD’Ss WONDERFUL WORLD @

Cattle egrets are tall, thin, white
birds that hang out around

cows or horses in the pasture.

They serve the animals by eating
ticks and other bugs off them.

The animals serve the birds by
stirring up the bugs when they
walk in the grass so the birds
can find them (for lunchl).
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WEEK 3

FINDING GOD ON
HARD DAYS

| patiently waited, LORD, for you to hear my prayer.
You listened and pulled me from a lonely pit full of mud and mire.
You let me stand on a rock with my feet firm.
Psalm 40:|-2

Some days are kind of sad. Sometimes friends move away. Sometimes
your parent must go away on a mission. Sometimes there's nothing
wrong, really, but you just feel a bit sad, like you're stuck in the mud.

God knows. He knows everything about youl He
knows what makes you happy and sad. He knows
what is going to happen in your life. He wants all God, Im having a bad

. day today. Thanks for being
your days to be happy. but he knows sometimes here for me.
that's not possible in this life.

And even though he knows everything about
you—even what you're thinking/he still wants to
hear from you. Did you know that? You can talk
to God and he will listen! When you pray, you don't
need to use fancy words or hold your hands in a
special way. You can just talk to God and share
what you are feeling.

This week's Scripture reminds us that when you
talk to God, he hears you and listens. He will help
turn your bad days into better days! So take some
time this week to talk to God. He is waiting to
hear from youl




HERO TRAINING

Even on sad days, God sends us good gifts. It's helpful to remind yourself
of these things when you're feeling sad, because it will remind you of
God's goodness and love for youl! This week, if you see any of the gifts
below in your life, color them in!

KEEP IT GOING THIS WEEK Find out more by reading these verses.

(] 2 Samuel 22:17 ]  John &:10-II
[J Isaiah 42:1-3 [] Jude 24-25

WEEK
THREE

21



@ GOoD’S WONDERFUL WORLD @

Lots of animals, like crawfish,
turtles, pigs, and alligators, like to
hang out in the mud.
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SLOW AND STEADY

And we must be determined to run the race that is ahead of us.
We must keep our eyes on Jesus, who leads us and makes our faith
complete. He endured the shame of being nailed to a cross, because he
knew that later on he would be glad he did. Now he is seated at the right

side of God's throne!
Hebrews I2:Ib-2

A pigeon, a turtle, and a raccoon decided to run a
race.

The raccoon moved fast across the grass, but he
suddenly smelled something around the corner of

Run the race of life with
Jesus! He will help you do
the right thing.

the house—the garbage canl! Forgetting about
the race, he ran to the can and started eating the
thrown-out banana peels and food scraps. (Gross/)

The pigeon took off fast into the sky, flying high. Some
kids spotted the bird and pointed at her. Liking the
attention, she started doing tricks in the air to show off.
The kids clapped and the pigeon soon forgot all about
the race.

Finally, the turtle trudged along. Slow, but steady. Step
by step. He just focused and kept going.

And guess what? The turtle won the racel

Living the way God wants is like running a race. We

run the race well by doing what Jesus says and staying
focused on him. Jesus loves us so much, and he is always
there to help us stay on the right track.




HERO TRAINING

What are things that make you lose focus from doing what you are supposed
to do? If your parent tells you to go to bed, what should you do? Help
Maria get to her bed by taking her through the maze.. avoiding the things
that will get in her way!

START HERE:

Help Maria
get to bed!

KEEP IT GOING THIS WEEK Find out more by reading these verses.

[0  Proverbs 3:5-6 [1  Philippians 3:3-14 o

[]  Philippians 3:10-Il [ 2 Timothy 47 Four
25



@ GOoD’S WONDERFUL WORLD @

A leatherback sea turtle
can swim up to 22 miles per
hour... which is much faster

than any human can run!

N~
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WEEK 5

GoD IS
WITH YoU

The LORD hasn't lost his powerful strength:;
he can still hear and answer prayers.
Isaiah 59:|

Antonio’'s Dad was going far away . .. again. They
wouldn't even be able to FaceTime him very much this

. . . . Dear God, | know you
time. Even though they tried to say it was fine, he hear my prayers. Please
could tell his parents were nervous. He would find his protect me and my
mom crying sometimes. family today.

Antonio’'s mind kept dreaming up all kinds of bad things
that could happen to his dad, and to his family while his
dad was gone. Nightmares kept waking him up at night.

What could you tell Antonio to help him during the
times when he is afraid?

You could remind him that, because God is
everywhere, he will be with him and with his dad at
the exact same time. Tell him God hears every prayer
we pray. Tell him next time he has a nightmare to say,
“God is still strong! He hears my prayers!” God hasn't
become old or tired or too far away to hear you. He
is very closel

Instead of nightmares, pray God replaces those scary
thoughts with with thoughts of God's powerful
strength, like this week's verse talks about. God will
help Antonio’s dad . . . and Antonio . .. and you!




HERO TRAINING

Color the postcard below . . . and turn the page to color the other side of it.
Then cut it out and mail it to someone to remind them that God is with them
and hears every prayer they pray! (Ask a parent to help write their name and
mailing address on the right. And don't forget the postage stampl!) —i‘o

Dear ,
Just wanted to remind you that:

THE LERD MASNT
LEST IS POERFUL
STREINGITH JHERGAN,
ST EARYAIND,
ANSER PRASERS.

[ISADAL Bk

From

KEEP IT GOING THIS WEEK Find out more by reading these verses.

] Numbers II:23 [] Romans 8:38-39 WEEK

[ Isaiah 65:24 [J Romans II:35-36 Fve
31
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The air we breathe is constantly being

moved around earth. If you are in

Am.erica or China or ‘(ff:
Africa . . . we all N’ g”\‘ ) /\
share the - "\,

2
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DOING GooD

| am the vine, and you are the branches. If you stay
joined to me, and | stay joined to you, then you will produce
lots of fruit. But you cannot do anything without me.
John [5:5

Take a nice, long, deep breath.

. Jesus, please help me to
Breathe in. stay connected to you
sO we can do amazing

things together!
Breathe out. 19s ROgEEher

Did you know that every time you breathe,
hundreds of things work just right in your body?
Your nose hairs must catch dust and dirt to keep
it out of your body (and then it makes boogers
with itl). Your throat must be clear of milk or juice
(otherwise they will come out of your nosel). Your
lungs must fill up like a big balloon. The muscle
above your stomach must move to make room.
Your blood rushes by the lungs to pick up what it
needs out of the air to help keep you healthy.

Wowl! It's @ miracle just to breathe.

Our bodies can't work well without God's help.

In the same way, we can't do good things without
Jesus’s help. When we ask Jesus to lead our lives,
he changes what we want to do. When we keep
following Jesus, listen to him, and do what he says,
he will help us do good things!




HERO TRAINING

It's important to stay connected to Jesus so he can use you to do
great things! You can stay close to Jesus by reading the Bible and praying.
Find the vine that helps you reach Jesus's cross.

—

2

KEEP IT GOING THIS WEEK Find out more by reading these verses.

[] Psalm 510 (] John I5:3
] Ezekiel 36:26-27 (] | Corinthians [3:3

WEEK
Six

35



@ GoD’Ss WONDERFUL WORLD @

What's the biggest living thing
on earth?

A mushroom!

Although the honey mushrooms
in Oregon look small, they are

all connected as one fuhgus that
stretches nearly four miles long!
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WHEN YoU CRY

Praise God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! The Father
is @ merciful God, who always gives us comfort. He comforts
us when we are in trouble, so that we can share that same
comfort with others in trouble.
2 Corinthians [:3-4

Do you know Jesus sees you when you cry? Jesus, it's cool that
you were a kid once,
too! Thank you for
Do you know he is sad with you? understanding what I'm
going through.

Jesus understands what it is like to scrape your
knee, miss someone you moved away from, or feel
alone or left out. He understands because he was
a kid once, too! When Jesus came to earth as a
baby (what we celebrate at Christmas time), he grew
up like all the other kids did. So he really gets what
you are going throughl

This week's Scripture reading talks about the comfort
that God gives. To comfort someone means to help
them feel better—to bring them relief from the pain
they feel. God wants to give you this relief. He invites
you to come to him on your good and bad days. He
will help you and your family get through hard times.
Sometimes it just takes a while for things to get
better and for you to feel better.

And God promises that they willl




HERO TRAINING

Everyone has good days and bad days. Each day this week, think about how
you are feeling, and color the matching emgji on the calendar below. Ask
God to help comfort you on days when you might not feel so great. He
will be right there with you, helping you get through it!

SAD MAD

HaPPY BORED Draw your
own emagji
e [© @ @ © O
feeling!
o (© @ @ @ O
o © @ @ © O
@ @ @ © O
e © @ ® © O
e (© @@ @ O
s © @ ® © O
KEEP IT GOING THIS WEEK Find out more by reading these verses.
[0 Isaiah 49:3 (] Psalm 56:8 WEEK
] Psalm 42l [1 Revelation 7:I7 SEVEN

£1



@ GoD’Ss WONDERFUL WORLD @

Some animals can comfort one
another, too.

Asian elephants understand when
their friends are feeling sad.

They offer comfort by making a
chirping sound or hugging their
fellow elephant with their trunk.
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WEEK 8

BETTER THAN A
BEST FRIEND

You have looked deep into my heart,
Lord, and you know all about me.
Psalm 139:]

Sometimes you get lucky and find a best friend who seems to think
the way you think. Just when you start to dream about an ice cream
sandwich, they offer you one. When you say, “Let’s go for a bike ride,”
they say, “That's just what | was thinking!”

But even best friends, siblings, and parents don't

always understand you. Sometimes you don't Lord, it's amazing how you
even unhderstand you. know everything about me.
You truly are my great and

mighty God!

But God does! Can you believe it? He knows

everything about you, like how many hairs are
on your head and how fast your heart is beating.
He even knows what you are going to

think before you do. He knows what you

really want and what you really need. He
understands why you do things. There's no

hiding from him!

God knows it all because he made you and
he loves you. You can always talk to him,
knowing he understands you more than
anyone else ever will. He really is better than
a best friend!




HERO TRAINING

Color the Bible verse below. While you do, think about
how God knows the deepest part of you—your heart!

FORDMY.OU,

KINOIWIALL

ABEWT [E,
RSALMR39:1,

KEEP IT GOING THIS WEEK Find out more by reading these verses.

0  Psalm 139:2-4 [ Matthew 10:29-3 e

[] Isaiah 64:8 [ Romans 8:27 EIGHT
45
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An octopus has

three hearts.

That's a lot of
love to givel
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LOVE yoUu!
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WEEK 9

JUST LIKE
JESUS

Day and night they never stopped singing, “Holy, holy, holy is
the Lord, the all-powerful God, who was and is and is coming!”

Revelation 4:8b

Imagine you are outside a fence, looking in at a
perfect place. Everything is beautiful and happy. You
really want to go in, but the guard looks at you
and says, “No, we can't have anyone in here who

Jesus, | want to take your
hand. Come into my life and
make me holy like youl

has ever been selfish.” Being selfish is thinking of
yourself before you think of others.

Never been selfish? But everyone has been selfish at
some point, at least in how they think! Knowing this,
you turn away from the guard, sadly.

But then Jesus comes through the gate. He is perfect!
He's the only one who has never been selfish. He
reaches his hand out to you and asks, “Want to come
in?" And standing with Jesus made you hot want to
be selfish anymore.

God is holy, which means he is perfect. We could
never be with him if we didn't take Jesus's hand. We
do that by asking him to forgive us for all the wrong
things we do. When we do, Jesus forgives us and
makes us want to be holy, too.




HERO TRAINING

Jesus helps us become holy like him. What is something selfish
you keep doing that you really wish you could quit? Color in the
picture below. As you do, think about that selfish act and ask Jesus
to help you stop doing it.

KEEP IT GOING THIS WEEK Find out more by reading these verses.

[J  Leviticus 20:26 [J 2 Timothy 9
[J  Psalm 5LIO-II [J  Hebrews I2:10

WEEK
NINE

51
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When Jesus makes us holy, CQ)

we are changed!

(Kind of like how this Q ©
© O

caterpillar turns into a s

beautiful butterfly!) O

(VX
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WEEK 10

BIGGER THAN EVERY

SCARY THING

Don't be afraid. | am with you. Don't tremble

with fear.

| am your God. | will make you strong, as | protect you

with my arm and give you victories.
Isaiah 41:10

What's the biggest, scariest thing you can think
of? Now think about God. How much bigger is
he? Imagine this: he can hold the whole world in his
hand!

Would he hear you if you asked for help? of
course! He is the best listener there ever was!

Would he care if you needed him? Of course! He
cares even more than your parents! And that's a
lot!

When we say God is big, we don't just mean in size.
It also means his power is big. He is more powerful
than any scary thing around us. So when you are
feeling scared, you can always ask God to help you.
The big and powerful God will come right beside
you and stomp out those scary things so you can
feel safe.

Life can be fun knowing God is taking care of you
so you don't have to be afraid.

God is bigger than
everything you worry
about, so you don't have
to be afraid.




HERO TRAINING

Arm wrestle your friends. (No cheating!) And then arm wrestle your mom, dad,
or another adult. You can see how much stronger the adults are, right? God
is much stronger than that! Now, draw a picture of God with big muscles!

KEEP IT GOING THIS WEEK Find out more by reading these verses.

] Joshua [:9 (1  Philippians 4:6 WeEK

[] Psalm II8:6 ] 2 Timothy I:7 iy
55
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Alligator moms carry their
babies in their mouth
sometimes.

That's a safe @?
placel
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WEEK I

HELP TO
Do Goop

| have told you this, so that you might have peace in
your hearts because of me. While you are in the world, you will
have to suffer. But cheer up! | have defeated the world.
John 16:33

What makes you angry? When do you just

want to be mean? What are you thinking when God, help me do the right
L . things. | need youl!

you know something is wrong, but you do it Mgs. 1 heed you

anyway?

Sometimes we just make bad choices! We do \

things we know we shouldn’'t, and we know

we will get in trouble for them. We just want
to do what we want.

We need to fight against the part of ourselves that
wants to do bad things. But we can't do it onh our own.
God helps us fight! He is so powerfull

When you think, 7 shouldn't do this,” that's God talking!
God always makes a way for you to stop making

bad choices, like stopping yourself before you say
something mean, leaving the room before you take the
toy away from your brother or sister, or asking your
parent for help.

God is stronger than your bad choices and he can help
you do the right thing.



HERO TRAINING

God can help you stop doing bad things and start doing good things.
He is always there to help youl Below, help Tommy make his way through
the maze, while staying away from the bad choices he could make along the
way. If he does, he will have a much better day, and bring God joy!

YELLS AT
BROTHER
PUSHES A
KID DOWN

START HERE:
Help Tommy
find his way to
better choices!

TAKES A TOY
FROM SISTER

KEEP IT GOING THIS WEEK Find out more by reading these verses.

[ Psalm 9L14-I5 [ I Corinthians I5:56-57 e

[J  Psalm [2I:7-8 [1 Romans 8:37-39 ELEveN
61



@ GOoD’S WONDERFUL WORLD @

Every day, 8 million pieces
of plastic are dropped in
the earth’'s oceans.

(Make the good choice of protecting
God's beautiful creation by recycling
your bottles, boxes, and cans!)
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WEEK 2

WHEN THE RIGHT
THING ISN'T EASY

If you are tired from carrying heavy burdens,
come to me and | will give you rest.

Matthew [1:28

Dad said to play with your little brother, but
he's so annoying and is making you mad.

Mom said to clean your room, but there's so
much stuff to put away.

Thank you, God, for
helping me do the right
thing... even when it's hard!

Your teacher said to be quiet, but you already
have to be quiet so much in school.

It is hard to be good sometimes! It can wear a kid
out. God wants us to be good, too. And the great
thing is, he promises to help us do it!

Imagine God helping you to be nice to your
brother, giving you strength to clean your room,
helping you stay quiet when you have to. Jesus
doesn't give us a bunch of rules to make us tired.
He knows it's hard for us to always do the right
things on our own, so he offers to help us.

So this week if you find it hard to listen to
instructions, obey your parents, or be kind to
others, turn to Jesus. Pray and ask him to help you
do the right thing!




HERO TRAINING

It's not always easy to do the right thing. In fact, sometimes it's downright
hard! But God will help you in those moments. Below, connect the dots to
reveal two hands folded together, like we sometimes do when we pray. Then
color the hands in. Use this as a reminder that you can pray to God and
ask him to help youl

2, 2
3 . 60.8 11
5. o 9 o
=
° .10

KEEP IT GOING THIS WEEK Find out more by reading these verses.

1  Jeremiah 6:16 (]  Psalm 62 WEEK

[0 Psalm 377 [0 Matthew I1:29-30 TwELVE
65
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The dung beetle is the
strongest animal in the world
compared to its body weight.
They can pull [O00 times their
weight!

(It'd be nice to have a dung beetle around
to help with heavy tasks like carrying the

groceries!)
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WEEK I3

THE GIFT OF

HELPING PEOPLE

God planned for us to do good things and to live as he has always wanted
us to live. This is why he sent Christ to make us what we are.

Ephesians 2:10

Have you thought about how God blesses the world by giving us people
who help us? He gives doctors smart brains, Military people strong bodies,
artists amazing imaginations. He helps some people speak, others invent,
others teach. He helps your parents take care of you. Who's your favorite

helper?

Guess what? God has a job for you to do, too,
when you get big... and even now! He wants

us to practice using things we are good at to
help others. Maybe you can patiently take care
of people when they are sick. Maybe you are
good at teaching your little brother how to
play a new game. Maybe you are usually joyful
so you're good at making people laugh when
they are sadl Maybe you are a good friend or
are good at telling others about Jesus!

Isn't it amazing how much God loves us to give
us these good gifts? He made you just the
way You are ... and there is a reason for it!
By using your gifts for God, you will do good
things that bring him joy... and help others along
the way!

Lord, thank you for the
helpers that are in my life.
Show me how | can help
people, too!




HERO TRAINING

God gives all kinds of gifts to people. Below are just some of the many, many
gifts that someone can have. (And you can have more than one, too!l) Do you
think God has given you any of these special gifts? If so, color those inl

KEEP IT GOING THIS WEEK Find out more by reading these verses.

[1 Exodus 35:30-34 (1 I Kings 4:29 32, 33 WEEK

[0 2 Samuel 22:33-35 [J  Hebrews 10:24 THIRTEEN
71



@ GoD’Ss WONDERFUL WORLD @

God gave eagles a special talent:
They can see clearly in front and
beside them at the same time.

Humans only see in front of us.
























HEY EAGLE SQUAD,
YOU'RE DOING GREAT!

YOUR NEXT MASTERPIECE
BOOK IS COMING SOON!




